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Chapter I 

Introduction 

 

This chapter presented about basic consideration, problem statement, objective of 

research, the scope of research and the significance of research. 

Basic Consideration 

Reading is very important to the students in schools, from elementary schools to 

senior high schools and vocational high schools it is stated in Permendiknas no.23 

Tahun 2006, the aim of reading in the curriculum is to make students able to 

comprehend the meaning of written language, both interpersonal and 

transactional. 

 The successful of teaching reading it needs a practical and suitable 

technique. The idea is supported by the fact that reading now has a part of daily 

life. Reading cannot be separated from daily activities. People read many kinds 

written materials such as newspapers, magazines, novels, academic books and so 

on. Through reading people can get a lot of information, knowledge, enjoyment 

and even problem solution. Therefore, the ability to read the text in any form will 

bring great advantages to the readers. All those purposes need reading skill 

enough.  

  So that way, when people talk about reading it might be automatically 

related to comprehension or understanding. For instance, a reader who 

understands what he has read can answer questions about it. It means that 

understanding something is the main goal of reading. The ability of students in 
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comprehending the text is very important because by comprehend the text, the 

students can answer questions from the text or they can get the information. 

   According to Klingner (2007, p.8) reading comprehension is a multi 

component, highly complex process that involves many interactions between 

readers and what they bring to the text. In the other words, comprehension is 

understands and interpretation of what is read from the passage, involves the 

previous knowledge from the reader.  

  Moreover the students’ in ability to understand English’ reading 

comprehension is caused by inside and outside factors. The inside factors are 

students’ learning motivation, age, aptitude, cognitive style and learning style. 

Meanwhile, the outside factor is related to the teacher’s technique to making 

students interest in teaching and learning process. The implication is that teaching 

reading techniques to struggling readers may be a key toward helping them to 

improve comprehension.  

  So, as a teacher, we may need to improve the quality of teaching process 

in the classroom. The teaching and learning process will be interesting if the 

students are a    ctive in responding the teachers’ stimuli. It can be done by applied 

some techniques that force them to participate in the classroom.  

  In this study the researcher will apply two techniques in teaching reading 

that will raise the students’ competency to understand reading comprehension, 

they are: PQRST technique and DRTA technique. 

  First PQRST technique is one example of reading technique which the 

abbreviation of Preview, Question, Reading, Summary and Test. According to the 
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concept, this technique is proposed as the treatment to improve students’ reading 

comprehension since it has well organized stage. The technique can create an 

enjoyable learning condition by helping the students to activate their background 

knowledge before reading and evaluating their comprehension after reading.  

PQRST technique can also be easily implemented in the classroom. By creating 

enjoyable learning condition it is expected that the previous problems can be 

solved and the teaching learning process can run effectively.  

  Second DRTA or Directed Reading Think Activity is the teaching of 

reading technique developed by Russel Staufer. DRTA is used in each of three 

stages: pre reading, during reading and post reading. In DRTA, predictions play 

an important role to provide students with reading purposes. The teachers can 

raise question that help students activate their prior language knowledge and use 

clues such as the titles and picture from the text so as to stimulate the students 

make an accurate prediction of the text. 

  In the process of teaching and learning it is not enough by applying some 

techniques to improve the quality of teaching process in the classroom it is very 

important to include the students’ internal factor such as cognitive styles. Dornyei 

(2015, p. 124) cognitive styles are usually defined as an individual’s preferred and 

habitual modes of perceiving, remembering, organizing, processing, and 

representing information. Every student has different cognitive style to 

comprehend the text. It suggest that the teacher might help the students’ cognitive 

style as the manner by which individuals perceive information in the environment 
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and the patterns of thought that use  to develop a knowledge base about the world  

around  them.  

  In this study there is an interest to conduct a research both techniques and 

cognitive styles in order to develop students’ reading comprehension. Finally the 

researcher will find the best technique between them that can be apply in teaching 

and learning process especially in reading comprehension.   

Problem Statement 

1. Is there any difference in understanding English text between students who 

are taught by PQRST technique and who are taught by DRTA technique?  

2. Is there an interaction between reading technique and Cognitive style 

toward students’ reading comprehension? 

3. Are there any differences in understanding English text between students 

who are taught by PQRST techniques and taught by DRTA teaching 

techniques viewed from field-independent cognitive style? 

4. Are there any differences in understanding English text between students 

who are taught by PQRST techniques and taught by DRTA teaching 

techniques viewed from field-dependent cognitive style? 

Objective of Research 

  Based on the formulation of the problems above, the objective of this 

research as follows: 

1. To know the difference in understanding English text between students who 

are taught by PQRST technique and who are taught by DRTA technique. 

2. To know interaction between reading technique and Cognitive style toward 
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students’ reading comprehension. 

3. To know the differences in understanding English text between students 

who are taught by PQRST techniques and taught by DRTA teaching 

techniques viewed from field-independent cognitive style. 

4. To know differences in understanding English text between students who 

are taught by PQRST techniques and taught by DRTA teaching techniques 

viewed from field-dependent cognitive style. 

The Scope of Research 

  The scope of this research is to learn the effect of reading technique and 

cognitive style on students’ reading comprehension. In this case, the learning 

techniques chosen by the researcher which is more effective in improving 

reading comprehension PQRST technique or DRTA technique, related to 

cognitive style: the field-independent learner and field-dependent learner. 

The Significance of Research  

1. Theoreticality 

In order to increase knowledge, experience and insight, as well as in the 

application of teaching technique on reading comprehension and also 

materials science research, especially re identification the influence of 

students’ towards reading comprehension.  

2. Practicalility : 

a. English Teacher 

As a reference to teaching and increasing the strategy more effectively 

in learning English process especially in reading comprehension. The 
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Teacher must understand their students cognitive style, so the teacher 

can find out the best technique in teaching reading in their class that 

might be suitable with their students. 

b. Students 

For the Student as receiver of the techniques able to enjoyable and 

definitely can improve their reading comprehension. Encourage 

students’ interest in reading English text. 

c. Researcher 

Getting a meaningful experience in implementation techniques this 

research, of course this study will support the researcher’s study 

successfully. 

d. Reader 

The result of this research can be a reference to improve and share 

their knowledge and arranging the research based on this research 

finding. 

 


